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CAP!TAL REPORT ~

Quemoy Tough

Hum]e for Red‘s

* By FUtTO\I LEWIS JR. -.A
'3

L WASHI‘\IGI‘O\T AuO- 22— )
There is a- cerfain- puulmg nn-
.reality” about - the pexmstent
reports. that Mao Tse- tung and

. his _ Red -
. 1epa\rmcr to scize little. Quemox
sland as a first step ininvad-

ing Nationalist-held Formiosa.

* My skepticism is not based on
“any firm. intelligence' informa- :
tion, but rather on symptomatlc
Iacts that certainly are Knowny
- to. the Commumst leaders on the
» mainland.

In the first place Quemoy is 2
not necessary to a Communist
:"mvu.snon of Yormosa. It would
" be -a convenience, because ‘it :
L now is "blocking the important '
i.South- China port of Amoy,:
which is the nearest deep- -water |
Lharbor fo TFormosa on the’
{ China mainland. - g
i But fhe cost of capturing it—.
11’ indeed. it could’ be. captured»
lat, all—would -be completely :
prohxbxtne, as the Reds found:
coui in' 1949 when -they: had(
everSr advantage on their side.!
;An attempt now, probably would
ibring the United States Seventh |
‘Fleet down on thejr necks w;th ,
dxsastrous results.

Quemoy——ox Kinmen (“Gold‘
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Chinese _armies -are L

-

TH AT. WAS. \VHI‘\ the \Ia X
tionalists were at. their lowest:

.en Gate”) as the Chinese call it "ebb of fortune. When' Tinspected .
—is one of the most forbidding 'the island some.months back, .
‘arsenals in the world It is a there were 75 thousand battle.”
’barren, flat piece™ of land, ready Commandos -there, W1th)
‘shaped like a dumb- bell, Ixttle ‘the most: modern eqmpment
;more than 15 miles lon -and that the - Umted Sfates could,

‘about: half as wide at the \ndest l
ipoint,” At the northern extreme |
,is a  rocky elevation, honey- f
!combed with artillery - installa- '

‘tions, commanding the nearest :

point of Cqmmunht held terri-:
tory about three-fourths ot a‘
mile away.

v Otherwise, the span of water :
iranges, from 5 to 10 miles and !
iany _invading force_would be!
isitting _ducks. When the. Red
Armxes drové Chxang Kai-shek "
‘off the mainland.'in 1949, they :
-+ itried to follow up their advaxi
o . 'tage by taking Quemoy, too.-

.. t It cost them a full d:nsnon of L
f 18,000 nien, with great masses -
of eqmpment The water's edge. :
'was'so piled with bodies that it
['was impossible to dispose of
-them by burial, so they were .
dumped into ravines - and’,cov-
vered ‘over by bnlldozers Xight '
vhundred wells' w ore ﬁlled thh'
them, and Jscaled, T
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There Is an au‘fxeld or con- ¢
siderable size, large ‘enough. for.
jet.fighters, and the 60 thousand a
'civilian natives of the island ;
have been put to work building

a .scientific ‘network -of - arteries‘ ’

.and access: roads . that provide
‘immediate concentration of |
»troops.. at’ any point-»on the":,
ilsland.. . | i

The whole’ mllnary apparatus
is so-effective that gpr ‘the last’
‘nine years-not a single ship has 4
::entered or departed ‘Thom Amoy
harbor

'I‘hus the talk’ of .a Red in-
-vasion of. Quenioy-is little. short
‘of. incrediblé. and 'suggests a:
‘wily propaganda pattern for un-
sohooled Western news media.
X suspect, indeced, that Chiang
might welcome atfack as an
excuse for himito retaliate.;
(@ 198, by K(ng Features Synd., Inc) "
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